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A NEWinvestment frontier
by Fiona Zerbst in discussion with Pelham Jones

Pelham Jones

Investors in search of new 
investment frontiers are now 
in a position to consider 
the previously illegal and 
therefore inaccessible market 

of rhino-horn. 
“Since the Department of 

Environmental Affairs (DEA) lifted 
its moratorium on domestic rhino-
horn trade in 2017, buying and 
selling rhino horn has been legal in 
South Africa – and with this in mind, 
a trading desk was established 
early this year to provide entry into 
the fledgling market,” says Pelham 
Jones, chairman of the Private 
Rhino Owners’ Association. 

Investors in search of new 
investment frontiers are 
now in a position to consider 
the previously illegal and 
therefore inaccessible 
market of rhino-horn.

White rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum).
Photo © Johan Swanepoel
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Rhino Horn Trade Africa (RHTA) provides 
a platform for buyers and sellers to trade 
in ‘clean’ and humanely acquired horn. 
Investors are invited to consider purchasing 
horn with a view to ‘banking’ it in the 
knowledge that, as a scarce commodity, its 
price has the potential to rise in the future. 
In addition, beneficiating horn (for example 
making jewellery) can also increase its value. 
Although the market is in its infancy, 360kg 
have already been sold to date and RHTA 
reports an increasing interest in the market.

CONSIGNMENT RHO56089
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Foreign nationals may buy horn via RHTA but may not 
transport it across the border, since international trade is 
still prohibited. However, this could change in the future, 
should the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) reverse its current 
ban on trade. This would open up a second market – one 
promising to be extremely lucrative, given the level of 
demand in Asia in particular. 

“Any horn purchased can be permanently stored at a world-
class, independent security facility and RHTA can facilitate 
these arrangements for buyers,” says RHTA’s managing director 
Warren de Klerk.

Buying and selling horn 
via RHTA ensures that one 
is compliant with existing 
legislation, such as the 
National Environmental 
Management: Biodiversity 
Act (10/2004) (NEMBA) 
and Threatened or 
Protected Species (TOPS) 
regulations.

DOMESTIC INVESTORS – SOUTH AFRICA
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White rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum).
Photo © Johan Swanepoel
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For more information 
on RHTA, visit: 
www.rhta.co.za

For more information 
on RhODIS, visit 
https://erhodis.org 

For more information 
on PROA, visit: 
www.rhinoalive.com

Foreign nationals are urged 
to invest in the legal domestic 
market in the interim, safe in 
the knowledge that no illegal 
or ‘blood’ horns can enter the 

Revenue from trade 
will be ploughed back 
into rhino conservation 
in order to mitigate 
management and 
security costs.

market. Investors need not worry 
that they are on the wrong side 
of the law – buying and selling 
horn via RHTA ensures that 
one is compliant with existing 
legislation, such as the National 
Environmental Management: 
Biodiversity Act (10/2004) 
(NEMBA) and Threatened or 
Protected Species (TOPS) 
regulations. 

In addition, rhino-horn owners 
cannot sell their horns via RHTA 
unless they have been registered 
on the Rhino DNA Index System 
or RhODIS database. This 
database is used to link seized 

rhino to provide forensic support 
in rhino criminal cases. RhODIS 
works in partnership with the South 
African Police Services (SAPS) 
and various provincial wildlife 
enforcement authorities and DEA 
to ensure successful prosecutions. 
All horns purchased via RHTA are 
accompanied by RhODIS DNA 
certificates.

Revenue from trade will 
be ploughed back into rhino 
conservation in order to mitigate 
management and security costs – 
since 2009, private reserves have 
contributed over R2bn to protect 
the species. 

FOREIGN INVESTORS
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